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THl SOUK I /VALUATIONS IN THIS MOST AM DtPINITIVt. 
THI APPRAISAL OP CONTINT IS TINTATIVI. 

(POP KtY SU MVISSII 


It In l?li6 the Czechoslovak Airlines (Ceskoslovenske Aerolinie-GSA) was reestablished; 
both air and ground drews 'Were obtained from any experienced personnel available. 
Ib 1950' CSA dismissed all oompany aircrew and most of the ground crew personnel 
w^;ex^ribWe‘4n Itestern ebuntries or Armed Forces; aircrew replsbemerita were 
ebtaiRedifreR the Czeoh Air fc,rcej ground orew replacements were obtained partly 
from: the .^iewly-trained technicians who had' Joined the CSA as apprentices at the 
a£e of 16. illUlitary personnel’ transferred to CSA as first pilots " " " ind i . 
were. 'required, i to haVf ■ first passed a course at a military • ul ' xc 

transport school* Second pilots were required, before promotion to first 
pilots, to pass the same course. This course was specifically designed to 
prepare pilots for airline work. Radio operators, navigators, and flight 
engineers qlso went to a military transport school before transfer to CSA. 

2, (Jrews for CSA ,DC-3 and 11-12 foreign flights were composed of a pilot, 
co-pilot, flight engineer, radio navigator and stewardess. 

3. Transfer of any aircrew personnel from the Czech Air Force to the CSA was 
for an indefinite period. Such personnel were not subject to military 
discipline while with CSA, nor was any formal work contract signed, except 
the agreement on salary. _ Uniforms were provided free, but usually required 
^alterations; one uniform was provided the first year and one every two 
years thereafter. Two shirts were issued per year, but shoes were not 
provided. 

[USAF review completed 
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CSA"f±rst pilots received 6,500 crowns monthly, plus SohaUersfor' _. n 
every kilumeter flown. Second pilots received 5,500 crowns Monthly, 
pins 60 haliers for every kilometer flown. Radio l d 

6,500 crowns monthly, plus 70 haliers for every ^®^* for 

Plight engineers received 5,500 crowns monthly, 

every kilometer flown. Stewardesses received 4,000 crowns monthly, 
pins, 25 haliers for every kilometer flown. There was also a family 

allowance given CSA personnel, AiX pay 9SX1 

was subject to an income tax, as was true for civilians. 

CSA was a para-military organization which would be ab sorbedby the 
Czech Air Force in the event of war, however, no time was spent by 
any employee in formal military training with the Air Force; no 
was; assistance given by CSA to the Armed Forces (e.g. dropping of 
parachutists). 

All CSA members were required to be members of the Communist Party 
and werb watched most of the time* Passports were carried by all 
crew members on all international flights; on ^elr return, all 
passports were turned in. VisaB were required for flights to Poland, 
Germany, and Rumania, and were valid for six months. (About half 
of the seats in the planes on such flights were reserved for members 
of national enterprises . ) 

All CSA activities were under direct Soviet control through the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Defense. (Fnu) PETTROV, representative of 
Aeroflot, worked continually with CSA. CSA was completely Czecho- 
slovak owned and not a Joint stock company shared with Russia or 
a ny other Satellite country. / - 
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8. CSA loaned one IL-12 OK, DBB) to Poland for LOT in Summer 1952 i_i4 
was returned in very* bad condition in January o r February 1953 . 
f the reason for this loan was shortage or aircraft in 25X1 

LOT. . 


LO. 


CSA used about 25 DS-3's, 11 x IL-12 "s, and 12 x LI-2»s. LI-2's 
Mere first received in Pall, 1952; more came later as substitutes 
for DC-Vs. These aircraft were stationed at Prague-Ruzyne Airfield . 

CSA flow to Berlin, r ~l_Marsaw^-B- tettln , Budapest, B ucharest , — ^ 

Sofia. \ 

All flights were flown with DC-3's and IL-12 “s, except 25X1 

Those to Barling in ^hioh LI-2 1 s served, 25x1 

CSA aircraft reoeived only superficial inspections; no adequate 
supervision was provided. Mechanics were paid by piecework 
their inspections. Old motors on hand and small new parts were use 
for repairs. For examples parts of lL-12's were 

about three others for flying service; Soviet partsfortheIL-12 a 

were. 'unavailable . Eight of the IL- 12 » s were unserv iceable . 1 

mechanics had no spare parts to service the 25X1 

DS-3'b. New tires were ha rd to obtain because of a rubber shortage 

25Xf 


aircraft tires for DC-3 5 s; 
Ruzyne Airfield . 


Sa bena aireraft brought in 

one such occasion at the Prague- 

25X1 

and 


LI A Prague “Ruzyne airfield, as well as Bratislava Z^09N-1707|7> Brno 
Kosice /^o24n-2115K7, used motor-driven pumps which filled tanks 
with approximately 700 liters in 10 minutes. Hand-operatedpumpa, 
used at the smaller airfields, required from one fourth to one half 
hour in or der to fuel tanks. Ninety-five t o a 100 grade octane fuel 

was used, T he captain's pre-f llgfr 25X1 

check was very similar to those checks done by A -^^ 1 

system of vital actions during take-off and landing varied according 
to the type of aircraft, there was no set routine for all types or 
aircraft . 
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Pre-flight planning was done in much the same way as that at any 
international airport, except, perhaps, with a little less care* 
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H CSA was v e ry poorly organized * i 


only one accident; it 

took place in the winter of 1951 * An IL-12 OK GBP ran intaa 
building, because of a failure of brakes, while taxiing to the 
terminal building after landing; some passengers were slightly 
injured, the frame was badly damaged, but the motor only slightly. 
The aircraft has not been used since then, except as a source of 
spare parts. Because the de-icing equipment of the kl-2*s was 
Inadequate, the load of the LI-2 ? s was limited to 600-700 kg. less 
than that of the DC-3 1 s. 
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TCaptaln (fnu) KRUNT had to report 

to^the Soviets in Berlin all details of procedure at| ] air- 25X1 

ports (e.g., landing procedures) and t o hand in any maps acquired — 
in conjunction with these procedures, r 


25X1 


/ ' 


SECRET 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/13 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001 90001 001 1-8 





